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gave me a very pretty jest Book. I should like you to have such
another pretty house as Mrs O'Bryens, there is such a beautiful
Garden. I am grown a great Boy I am three feet 11 inches and a
quarter high I have got a nice boat. I learn some poems which
you was very fond of such as the Ode on Music &c.6 I shall go on
Monday to Chiswick to see my Aunt Turner & heare the Boys
speak. I intend to be one of those heroes in time. I am very glad
I am not to go to Mrs Arthurs. I have lost my Cough and am quite
well, strong, saucy, & hearty 5 & can eat Granmamas Goosberry pyes
famously after which I drink yours & my Papa's Good health & a
speedy return.

believe me my dear Mama

Your dutiful Son
W Thackeray.

Fareham. June IIth
Hants.

6.                 TO MRS. CARMICHAEL-SMYTH

24 AUGUST i82ox

Thackeray's letter is hitherto unpublished.   Part of Mrs. Carmichael-Smyth's
note was published by Lady Ritchie, St. Nicholas, XVII, 108.

Chiswick August 24th 1820.
My dearest Mother

I have just recieved your letter; but I am sorry to say I did not
get on very well last week, but I am getting on a good deal better
this. I am very sorry to inform you that Valpy is very ill 5 and Miss

6 No doubt Collins's "The Passions, An Ode to Music," which in a later
letter (see below, No. 14) Thackeray writes of having parodied.

1 Thackeray's mother and step-father appear to have returned to England
in 1819. Mrs. Carmichael-Smyth describes her first meeting with her son in a
letter to India: "He was not at Chatham when we arrived, but Mr. Langslow
brought him from Chiswick the next morning, for Mrs. Turner would not
part with him till we came, that I might see him in full bloom; and truly he is
so, dear soul. He had a perfect recollection of me; he could not speak, but
kissed me and looked at me again and again. I could almost have said, 'Lord,